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The Greek Alphabet 

 
Common Script 

(SBL Greek) 
 Liturgical Script 

(GFS Decker) 

 

Sound Letter Name 

Α α   a alpha 
Β β   b beta 
Γ γ   hard “g” gamma 
Δ δ   d delta 
Ε ε   e epsilon 

Ζ ζ   zd/dz* zeta 
Η η   ê eta 
Θ θ   th** theta 
Ι ι   i/j† iota 
Κ κ   k kappa 
Λ λ   l lambda 
Μ μ   m mu 
Ν ν   n nu 
Ξ ξ   x/ks xi 
Ο ο   o omicron 
Π π   p pi 

Ρ ρ   r rho 

Σ σ/ς ‡  s sigma 

Τ τ   t tau 
Υ υ   ü (uw) upsilon 
Φ φ   f/ph** phi 
Χ χ   kh chi 
Ψ ψ   ps psi 
Ω ω   ô omega 

*The jury is out as to whether ζ makes a “dz” or “zd” sound.  Either will suffice for our purposes. 

**This may have been voiced as an aspirate once upon a time (“t’he”, “p’he”). 
†J as in “Johannes.” 
‡The “lunate” sigma.  This form appears during the Hellenistic period. 
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Almost a Letter but Not Quite: The Breathing Mark 

 

῾ Rough breathing ἕν (hen) 

᾿ Smooth breathing ἀρχῇ (archê) 

The aspirate, or “breathing mark,” indicates whether or not an initial vowel is preceded by 

an “h” sound.  ῾ indicates the presence of the aspirate (“huh”), while ᾿ indicates its absence.  

If a word begins with a diphthong, the breathing mark is written over the second vowel 

(e.g., αὐτοῖς). 

 

Proper Diphthongs 

 

A diphthong is a vowel pair that voiced as one syllable. 

 

Diphthong Pronunciation 
αι Thailand 
ει weight 
οι boil 
αυ Bauhaus 

ευ feud (not like German Freud) 
ηυ ay+ü (no English equivalent) 
ου group 
υι queen 

 

Gamma and Guttural Consonants 

 

Strange things happen when you pair γ with the guttural consonants (κ, γ, χ).  γγ, γκ, and 

γχ all combine to produce the sound “ng.”  Hence why the Greek ἄγγελος became “angel” 

and not “aggle.” 

 

The Iota Subscript 

 
The iota subscript is used to write “improper dipthongs,” which are diphthongs containing 

the letters α, η, and ω.  The iota is not voiced, though it may have been at one time.  In 

some ancient dialects, the word ἀρχῇ would have been written as ἀρχῆι, with the iota in the 

adscript line, and it is written this way if one is writing in capital letters (ΑΡΧΗΙ). 
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Writing in Greek 

 

Using the following guide, try writing the letters of the Greek alphabet.  Try finding a 

“font” that works well for you. 

 

 
From Voelz, James (2014). Fundamental Greek Grammar, 4th Edition. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 

p.2. Used under Fair Use. 
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Reading Greek—Let’s Practice! 

 

Read the following aloud, doing your best to pronounce the letters: 
 

  
 

(John 1:1-4, reproduced from Holmes, Michael W. The Greek New Testament, SBL Edition. Atlanta: Society 

for Biblical Literature, 2010.) 
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NOTES: 

===================================================================== 


